
Reports of Monarchs throughout the East 
were abundant this fall with very impressive 
migration numbers. Toronto, Ontario had good 
numbers for more than a month with more than 
2,000 seen on August 26 (N. Murr), 1,700 on 
September 7 (C. McLauchlan), and over 4,000 
reported on September 27 (B. Yukich). More 
than 200 were also seen migrating in one hour 
on October 3 in the Adirondacks region, Keene 
Valley, NY (A. & M. Gregory). Reports of 
large numbers nearer the east coast began with 
2,500 reported on September 24 in Brooklyn & 
Queens, NY (T. Fiore), and 8,000-10,000 in 5 
hours on September 25 in Suffolk Co., NY (A. 
Ott, K. Ott). Reports of thousands of Monarchs 
continued through October 10 with more than 
3,000 sighted from Rockaway Peninsula & 
Floyd Bennett Field, Queens & Brooklyn, NY 
(T. Fiore). Monarchs were still present in good 
numbers on October 19 with 200+ observed at 
Fort Tilden, Rockaway, NY (D. Riepe).

 Other reports of unusually large numbers 
of a single species included a sighting of 
abundant Giant Swallowtails on August 5 
at Point Pelee National Park, Ontario (A. 
Dlugan), 126 Eastern Tiger Swallowtails on 
August 8 in Long Valley, NJ (V. Corsello) 
including many dark females, and 90+ fresh 
Spicebush Swallowtails on September 8, at Big 
Brook Park, Marlboro, NJ (V. Corsello).  More 
than 10,000 Cabbage Whites were reported 
on August 18 from Brokenshell Pasture, 
SK (M. Bailey) and on September 2 more 
than 100 Cloudless Sulphurs and 200 Little 
Yellows were reported from the Sand Ridge 
State Forest, Mason Co., IL (B. & P. Fuessle, 
R. & R. Bell).  On October 10, 11 White M 
Hairstreaks were reported in Cumberland 
Co., NJ (C. Sutton) and on October 22 over 
40 Western Pygmy-Blues were observed at 
the Henderson Bird Viewing Preserve, Clark 
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Co., NV (S. Potter). In Victoria Glade, MO 
13 Swamp Metalmarks were reported on 
August 12 (M. E. Rufkahr, Y. Homeyer) and 
American Snouts were still abundant in Texas 
with 47,000 reported in Yorktown, Dewitt 
Co., TX (D. Muschalek).  On September 9, 40 
Common Buckeyes were sighted in Howard & 
Montgomery Cos., MD (J. Wilkinson) and 20 
Malachites were seen on an Atala Chapter field 
trip to Rafael Sanchez Trail, Port Mayaca, FL. 
On August 20, 300+ Broad-winged Skippers 
were sighted in Staten Island, NY (T. Fiore).  

Unusual butterflies sighted included a 
Funereal Duskywing on August 18 in Scarbor-
ough, Ontario (B. Harrison) and a Goatweed 
Leafwing on August 19 in Indianapolis, IN (D. 
Gorney). Six Byssus Skippers and a Hayhurst’s 
Scallopwing were reported on September 3 
from Harnett Co., NC (J. Pippen, J. Dole). 
Cloudless Sulphurs were reported on August 
7 from Point Pelee, Ontario and on September 
10 from East Norwalk, CT (J. DiOrio). On 
August 26 a partial albino Monarch with white 
inner wings and usual black stripes, without 
orange color, with the outer forewings light 
apricot, and the outer hindwings white with 
black stripes was reported from Maurice River 
Botanical Gardens, Heislerville, NJ (J. DiOrio 
and others) and was seen over a ten day period. 
On October 15 a male Monarch and a female 
Queen were photographed mating in Mission, 
TX (G., K., & A. Quintanilla). Other unusual 
reports included a White Peacock on October 
21 in Mattamuskeet NWR, Hyde Co., NC (R. 
Davis) and a Giant Metalmark on October 10 in 
Tamaulipas, Mexico (R. Jimenez). 

A Hereford, AZ backyard was the loca-
tion for sightings of a Gold-spotted Aguna on 
September 6, a Hammock Skipper on Septem-
ber 11, a Brazilian Skipper and a Great South-
ern White on October 5 (R. A. Behrstock). 

On September 15 a Long-tailed Skipper was 
sighted in Ada, OK (J. Herndon). On October 1 
a Mercurial Skipper was seen in Kerr Co., TX 
(J. Rosford) — the only previous record from 
that county was in 1899. Late dates for a Great 
Spangled Fritillary, September 16, Red-spot-
ted Admiral (White Admiral form), September 
19, and a Monarch, October 3, were reported 
from Algonquin Park, Ontario (R. Stronks). 
Fiery Skippers were reported from Toronto, 
Ontario including a fresh male on September 
25 and a fresh female on September 26 (B. 
Yukich). Fiery Skippers were also reported 
from six counties in Wisconsin in 2006 includ-
ing a high of 19 on October 1 in Janesville, 
WI (M. Reese). A previous publication from 
Ann and Scott Swengel reported only 12 
individuals over a 15 year period in Wisconsin. 
Meske’s Skipper and 3 Dotted Skippers were 
reported from Scotland Co., NC (J. Pippen, H. 
LeGrand), while 9 Meske’s Skippers were also 
reported from Kissimmee Prairie Preserve, FL 
(B. & L. Cooper, H. & M. Salvato). 

Whether you see an unusual butterfly, an 
early or late sighting of a common species, 
or have a whole list of the species that you 
have seen, we would appreciate hearing from 
you. Please send your butterfly sightings to 
sightings@naba.org.  With the advent of the 
Butterflies I’ve Seen Web Site, http://www.
nababis.org, those who record your sightings to 
that site can also just click on “email trip” and 
send it to the address above. Your sightings will 
go into the larger database and will be available 
for others to see on the Recent Sightings web 
page.

A trio of skippers appeared at the very 
edges of their ranges:

Top: Gold-spotted Aguna. Sept. 6, 2006. 	
   Hereford, Cochise Co., AZ. 
Middle: Long-tailed Skipper. Sept. 15,       	
   2006. Ada, Pontotoc Co., OK.
Bottom: Mercurial Skipper. Oct. 1, 2006. 	
   northwest of Kerrville, Kerr Co., TX.
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